April 2018

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES SEARCH
We've been so grateful to have Caitlin King serve on staff as our Director of Youth Ministries for over four years,
and for all she has poured into the lives of our students, parents, and volunteers. Caitlin and Michael will be
moving back home to Indiana, where she has been chosen for a Chaplaincy Residency with Indiana University
Health. She will begin her new role there in August, and we are currently searching for a full-time Director of
Youth Ministries. More information is available at www.munsey.org/employment for interested applicants.
ETSU TOUR SEND-OFF CONCERT
The ETSU Chorale and Greyscale will present a pre-tour concert in the Munsey sanctuary on Thursday, June 30 at
7:30pm. This concert w ill include music that the ensembles w ill present for The I nternational Choral
Competition in Bratislava, Slovakia, and in various other venues as a part of this tour. These outstanding and
award-winning ensembles are conducted by Dr. Matthew Potterton and Dr. Alan Stevens, Co-Directors of Choral
Activities at ETSU. The concert is open to the public without charge, though donations will be accepted.
BRENTWOOD SONSHINE YOUTH CHOIR AT MUNSEY
The 50-member Sonshine Youth Choir from the Brentwood United Methodist Church will sing a concert at Munsey
on Friday, June 10 at 7:00pm. This youth choir has a deserved reputation for musical excellence and has been a
drawing point for the church’s youth ministry for many years. The concert is open to the public without charge for
admission. We invite adults, youth, and children of all ages to come and support this outstanding youth choir.
VBS DECORATING
This year we will be transforming the church into all things castle, knight, and armor. To help, please
contact Katie Jackson at katie@munsey.org or Kristi Bowman at kristi@munsey.org or call 461-8070
x217. We will be decorating throughout the first three weeks of June, and would especially welcome help
on Sunday, June 19 after the 11:00am worship services, as we transform the CLC into the “North
Castle.” We will provide lunch for our decorating crew on Sunday, June 19, so let Kristi or Katie know if
you plan to help – we want to be sure we have enough food for all of our helpers.
LADIES’ LUNCH
All ladies are welcome to join us on Monday, June 27 at noon at Holy Taco North, and we look forward to lunch
and fellowship! Please contact Amanda Onks (amanda@munsey.org) to reserve a seat!
YOUNG PARENTS CLASS
We have a new Sunday School class for young parents! The class meets Sundays at 10:00am in LL3, and we look
forward to this new opportunity for young parents to share in community and discipleship together. Please let
Amanda Onks know if you have any questions.
TIME CAPSULE
What do you think of when you consider the year 2022? What would our church family want to see when they
open our anniversary time capsule in 25 years? What is important now regarding church life that might be much
different in the future? The 150th Anniversary Committee is looking for suggestions of items to place in the
Munsey time capsule on June 25. Suggested items include things from this year, as well as our 150-year history.
Please email your suggestions to Dianna Cantler at pqsmom@gmail.com.

BIKE FOR UKRAINE
On June 4, John Redmond and Steve Wheeler will depart from the Munsey parking lot, headed to
the site of Annual Conference at Lake Junaluska, biking 100 miles, arriving on June 5. The purpose
of this ride is to demonstrate our support for our brothers and sisters in Ukraine and raise a
minimum of $5,000 that w ill go directly tow ards relief efforts there. You may donate by
check (m emo line Bike for Ukraine), or on M unsey.org under the Giving tab, and then
“Other Donation”, “Bike for Ukraine”. Thank you Munsey family for your support!
---John and Steve

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
Munsey family, as we are preparing to welcome new pastors to Munsey, I urge you to ask yourself what you can
do to help strengthen God’s kingdom through Munsey. Just like an athletic team, we need everyone helping to
make the team stronger every day. An athletic team needs everyone from the star athlete to the support
personnel contributing to success. Everyone has something to contribute, and we need and value everyone’s
contributions, whether financial, physical, prayerful, or any way you can contribute. God gives all of us gifts and
strengths that we can share with the church to spread God’s love. Please ask yourself, “What are my gifts?”, and
are you sharing those gifts to strengthen God’s kingdom through Munsey?
Munsey spent over $280,000 toward all missions and ministries in April, and this great work is made possible
through the sharing of your gifts! Thank you to everyone that has contributed toward expanding God’s kingdom.
---Chris Rayment – Munsey Finance Committee Chair
www.munsey.org
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Some years ago while visiting my wife’s classroom (she taught for 35 years), I noticed that Carolyn had banners
hanging on wire throughout her room. Two of those banners stood out to me. One banner had a picture of a cat
hanging on by her claws with the words, “HANG IN THERE!” It reminded me then and to this day of the following
statement based on Proverbs 9:11: “The race does not always go to the swift but to the one who perseveres.”
Perseverance is one of life’s greatest treasures, as well as one of the secrets of a life well-lived. The other
banner, with a picture of train tracks heading out into the larger world, stated: “Life is a journey, not a
destination!” Those words reminded me then and to this day of Jesus’ statement in Matthew 6:34: “So do not
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.” Jesus
was great at reminding his followers then and now to not be so anxious about what is to come, the future, so as
to miss the rich complexity and meaning of the moment in which one is actually engaged, the present!
So, as Carolyn and I bid you precious people, Munsey Staff and Munsey Congregation, farewell, we hope and
pray the following: May you continue to persevere for the greatest cause on the face of this earth, that of Jesus
the Christ! And, may you cherish the very rich gift of each and every moment in which you and yours are
privileged to walk upon God’s good earth! Also, may the vision of eternal life continue to be yours to hold dear,
as well as, share with so many others who long for life to be meaningful, purposeful, and fulfilling. For, we know,
that such a life is possible in Christ! That is so because through his life, death, and resurrection our sins have
been forgiven and made possible the gift of eternal life! May all of you, the people of Munsey Memorial UMC,
never tire of resourcing and sharing, in a multiplicity of ways, the glorious and ageless story of our blessed
Savior!
Finally, may the very rich blessings of God be upon your new Senior Pastor, Rev. Dr. Kip Laxson, his wife, Tami,
and new Associate Pastor, Rev. Beth Sullivan, as they join you at the beginning of the next 150 years of this
MAGNIFICENT CHURCH!
Thank You and God Bless You,
Rev. Dr. Doug Fairbanks and Carolyn

CELEBRATING DOUG & CAROLYN FAIRBANKS
We have been abundantly blessed over the past year through the leadership, guidance, and encouragement of
Rev. Dr. Douglas Fairbanks as our interim Senior Pastor. The presence of Doug and Carolyn among us has left
such a wonderful impression on our congregation, and we will indeed miss them as they transition to retirement
in June. Their last Sunday with us will be June 12, and we’ll have a drop-in reception in the Gathering Place in
their honor after 11:00am worship concludes. We hope you’ll stop by to wish them well and thank them for their
meaningful ministry here at Munsey. We will also present Doug with a love offering, which you may contribute
through check or online giving by noting “love offering” in the memo section.

www.munsey.org
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Steve Wheeler (steve@munsey.org), (423-461-8070 ext. 209), Director of Missions
CZECH MISSION TRIP
With the camp only weeks away, our Czech Missions Team is super excited
about the trip. We have been meeting regularly to practice a Czech Hymn
entitled Otče Naš (“Our Father”) which we will sing as a group on Sunday, July
10 in the worship service in Litoměřice. Since the song is entirely in Czech, we
have been practicing our pronunciation as we learn the music. Our group of 7
departs July 8 and the camp will run July 10-16. Please pray for peace in
Ukraine and keep our trip in your prayers, too. We want to thank everyone at
Munsey for your continued support of this mission. If you have any questions,
contact Jason Bembry at jabembry@milligan.edu.
BEYOND HOMELESSNESS
What does “home” mean to you? A place of permanence? A safe resting place? A place of hospitality and family?
To our brothers and sisters living on the streets, home is none of these.
Is there a solution to homelessness, a course of action that can help mitigate the
effects of homelessness? Yes, but it requires more than simply providing a place.
“Housing alone will never solve homelessness, but community will.” (Alan Graham,
Founder of Community First Village)
Beverly and I had the privilege of attending a symposium last month at Community
First Village in Austin Texas. We witnessed first-hand what is possible and the transformative effects that creating
community had on the chronically homeless.
Community First Village is a 51 acre master-planned community that provides
permanent housing for men and women who are coming out of chronic homelessness.
Currently, there are 350 residents, and by the end of the year, there will be 500
“neighbors.” Housing is provided in the form of micro-homes and tiny houses, and all
the residents pay rent. The Community Works program affords residents an opportunity
to earn a dignified income through several on-site programs such as the Genesis
Gardens, all organic gardens, the Community Inn, Property Management and
Beautification, Community Art House, or Culinary Program.
I would encourage you to learn more about Community First Village and see what is possible by visiting the website MLF.org as well as watching any of several videos available on YouTube, by searching “community first village
Austin.”
---Steve Wheeler, Director of Missions
NORTH SIDE ELEMENTARY — A GREAT PLACE TO BE!
Mahatma Gandhi once said, “The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.” Since 2013,
Munsey’s partnership has involved many members who have helped by volunteering in the classrooms, donating
necessities from the Monthly Giving list, and serving at appreciation luncheons and other school-wide activities.
In May, Munsey members hosted a Teacher/Staff Appreciation luncheon for 65 faculty
and staff. In addition to a box lunch from Chick-Fil-A, a floral centerpiece, two gift
cards from Dollar Tree, and individual table floral decorations were given as door
prizes. Special thanks to Jo Hemphill, Karen Deakins, Dick George, Gini Buchanan,
Steve Wheeler, and Rick Chinouth for their help in this much-appreciated event.
On May 19, Munsey members assisted the North Side PTA with their Spring Family
Night. Volunteers helped serve food, help with inflatables and the petting zoo, and provide extra hands when
needed. Many thanks to Jo and Chris Hemphill, Pat and Don Barnett, Melinda Page, Steve Hyder, Dick George, and
Aubrey Lee who took time out of their busy schedules to be of service to the North Side community. The event was
attended by hundreds of people and was fun for both the volunteers and the students.
The Monthly Giving for May was materials for the Related Arts teachers. In addition
to many washable markers, colored pencils, and crayons, enough money was
donated to purchase the file folders, glue sticks, scrapbook paper, and watercolor
pads that were requested. Finally, 14 much-needed pairs of shorts were purchased
for the clothes closet to help finish out the school year. Thank you, Munsey, for
your service to others and for making North Side a great place to be!
---Susanna Chinouth

www.munsey.org
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Steve Wheeler (steve@munsey.org), (423-461-8070 ext. 209), Director of Missions
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
On Sunday, May 22, the Church & Society team conducted the annual
Blessing of the Animals. Under the direction of Judy Markwood, with
assistance from Patte Earley, our pastors were able to bless 10 dogs, one
cat, and one guinea pig. The Church & Society team is still accepting
donations of pet food for the local animal shelters; please place donations
across from the Connection Point.

Katie Jackson (katie@munsey.org) & Kristi Bowman (kristi@munsey.org), Directors of Children’s Ministries
IT’S TIME FOR VBS 2022!
We are so excited that all of the spots are filled for VBS! For everyone who pre-registered for VBS this year, and
all the volunteers and helpers, here is the information:
Our Knights of the North Castle VBS will be Monday, June 20–Thursday, June 23 (9:00am until 12:30pm).
Knights of all ages will be part of an epic adventure as we learn how to “Be strong in the Lord and in the
strength of His power” (Ephesians 6:10), by exploring how we put on the armor of God. Our epic quest will be
full of adventure, laughter, learning, and fun.
We’ll start and end each day with an assembly at the North Castle (also known as the CLC), where we will be
exploring both Old & New Testament stories with the help of our Assembly Leader and our trusty dragon friend,
Sparky. We will then set off on our daily adventures utilizing stories and music, crafts, science, and games to
discover different pieces of God’s protective armor—the Belt of Truth, the Breastplate of Justice, the Shoes of
Peace, the Shield of Faith, and the Helmet of Salvation. Not only will we learn how these pieces of armor helped
characters in the Bible, we will also explore how that armor works in our own lives as we follow and serve God
today. Through the week, we will accept the challenge to “armor up” and be strong by remaining with God and
sharing His love with the world!
During Knights of North Castle VBS:
Monday: Wear orange or yellow
Castle Callout: Armor Up with Truth!
Bible Story: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego Stand True
Daniel 3
Tuesday: Wear red
Castle Callout: Armor Up with Justice!
Bible Story: David Defeats Goliath
1 Samuel 17:1-50a
Wednesday: Wear blue
Castle Callout: Armor Up with Peace!
Bible Story: Mary’s Journey to Bethlehem
Luke 2:1-20
Thursday: Wear green or purple
Castle Callout: Armor Up with Faith and Salvation!
Bible Story: Jesus Walks on Water
Matthew 14:22-23
VBS VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION
We ask that our VBS volunteers (adult & youth) please attend our Team Orientation on Sunday, June 19 at
noon in the Gathering Place. Lunch will be provided, and childcare will be available if needed—RSVP to Kristi
or Katie so that we have plenty of food for all. We will provide an overview of this year’s theme and schedule,
take a sneak peek at some of this year’s music and experiences, pray for our VBS week, and review our Safe
Sanctuary policies required for all who work with children at Munsey. After orientation, you can decorate your
“area”, and we won’t turn away any hands willing to help us transform the CLC into our North Castle! Thank you
so much for your support of this year’s VBS!
www.munsey.org
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Caitlin King (caitlin@munsey.org) Director of Youth Ministries
COFFEE HANGOUT
Join Caitlin from 3:00-4:00pm at Columbian Coffee Exchange ( 1703 W est M arket St.) on
June 9! Com e and go as you are able! Let Caitlin know if you can make it for coffee,
smoothies, or food!
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School continues to meet on the Youth Floor from 10:00-10:45am. W e invite our students and volunteers to join us at 9:45am for refreshments! We will have one combined class; friends are always welcome!
ASP MISSION TRIP
Please be in prayer for our team going on the ASP trip June 12-18! W e are looking forw ard to a w onderful
week together serving in Appalachia!
AFTER VBS LUNCH
We hope all of our students will volunteer to help with Vacation Bible School during the week of June
20-23! Meet in the CLC Lobby after VBS on Thursday, June 23 to walk to lunch together! Bring money
for lunch! Location TBD, but it will be somewhere we can walk to downtown!
SUMMER SCHEDULE
Let Caitlin know when you are free to grab lunch or coffee now that you are on summer break!

Charles and Funmike Olomofe
& family—joined Munsey on
5/15/22

Brie Suparmawan—joined
Munsey on 5/22/22

JUNE is the month of:
Two-gallon Ziploc bags
Please bring donations to the bin
around the corner
from the CONNECTION POINT.

www.munsey.org
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CONGRATULATIONS:



to Lucy Lockett Gallo and Steve Gallo upon the birth of a son, Leo Vincent in Oklahoma City
on May 9; grandparents are Nick and Maddie Gallo of OK; proud Munsey great-grandmother
is Caroline Lockett.

RECENTLY IN THE HOSPITAL:

Wallace Taylor
IN THE HOSPITAL:

Darrell Wright, VA

Vickie Grist, JCMC
SYMPATHY:

to the family of Marie Kasten, who died on April 29.

to Louise Terry and family upon the death of her husband, Tom Terry, on April 30.

to Lynda and Lewis Wexler, Sr. upon the death of her oldest sister, Nell Martin, who died
on April 30 in Florida.

to the family of Mary Stuart Edwards, who died in Knoxville on May 9.

to Kristi and Paul Bowman, Taryn and Aidan Estes, upon the death of Kristi’s mother, Nell Melton, in Jasper,
GA, on May 17. She was buried in Petal, MS.

to Gini Buchanan upon the death of her sister, Pat Pierce, in Virginia, on May 17.

to Beth Ledbetter and her family upon the death of her husband Howard, on May 19.

to Amber, Michaela, and Stephen Street on the death of their father, Ed H. Street, on May 22.

WE CONGRATULATE OUR 2022 COLLEGE GRADUATES:

Rebecca Culp Napreyeva graduated from the University of Tennessee with an M.A. in English.

Tate Wheeler graduated from the University of Tennessee – Knoxville with a Bachelor of Science Degree
from the College of Education, Health and Human Sciences with a Major in Kinesiology on May 20, 2022.

Luke Wexler graduated from Clemson University with a double major in Business Analytics and PGA Golf
Course Management.

Savannah Wexler graduated with a Master’s Degree in Architecture with an emphasis in Themed
Entertainment from the University of Florida.

Marlo Adeline Banton graduated from Mercer University in Macon, Georgia with a Bachelor of Business
Administration with a major in Marketing and a minor in Management —graduated Magna Cum Laude.

Budget Offering

5/1/22

5/8/22

5/15/22
(one
service)

5/22/22

$71,669

$34,545

$20,425

$49,820

Weekly Budget Requirement: $32,432
Capital Campaign

$246

$535

$155

$470

Missions Offering

$1,116

$1,192

$1,349

$3,501

Pastor’s
Discretionary

$85

$209

$105

$2,068

Online
Viewership

585

383

523

422

In-Person
Worship

243

237

383

271

www.munsey.org

SHEPHERD’S BREAKFAST COMPANIONS
June 4: Brown Fellowship
June 11: Redeemer Church
June 18: Piney Flats UMC Youth
June 25: East Unaka Christian Church
We continue to practice safe guidelines.
To serve or to learn more about our Saturday
morning ministry for our downtown neighbors,
Contact steve@munsey.org.

July Messenger Deadline:
JUNE 23
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Munsey Memorial United Methodist Church
PO Box 1336
Johnson City, TN 37605-1336

Return Service Requested

201 South Roan Street, Johnson City, Tennessee 37601
Web: www.munsey.org | Email: info@munsey.org | Phone: 423-461-8070 | Fax: 423-975-7800

—
JUNE 5
PENTECOST

JUNE 12

9:00am & 11:00am
Sanctuary
Together, In Many Places

9:00am & 11:00am
Sanctuary
As We Scatter
Douglas Fairbanks
preaching

Trish Patterson
preaching

11:00am Journey
John Redmond
preaching

Psalm 104:24-34,
Acts 2:1-12

11:00am Journey
A New Lease On Life

Acts 2:1-21

Douglas Fairbanks
preaching
11:00am Open Door
John Wakefield
preaching

11:00am Open Door
Imagining the
Beloved Community

Isaiah 11:1-9

Steve Wheeler
preaching

JUNE 19
FATHER’S DAY
9:00am & 11:00am
Sanctuary
Is That All There Is?
Empowering Forgiveness to
Move from Grace to
Graciousness
Luke 6:27-38
Jeff Anderson
preaching
11:00am Journey
The Power of Prayer

Mark 11:12-15

Douglas Grove-DeJarnett
preaching
11:00am Open Door
John Redmond
preaching

JUNE 26
ONE SERVICE 150th Anniversary
Celebration
(NO Sunday School)
10:30am
Sanctuary
Is That for Here or To Go?

Matthew 28:16-20
Kip Laxson
preaching

11:00am Open Door
Recovery Soldiers Ministry—
Women

