Christmas Eve
December 24, 2024

ADVENT SERMON SERIES

The Story You Thought You Knew
What the Bible Really Says About Christmas

SERMON FOR TODAY:
“No Room”

St. Luke 2:1-7 New King James Version (NKJV)
1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from
Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This
census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3
So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city.

4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth,
into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be

registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 6

So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed

for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn

Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

Pastor Kip’s Sunday sermons can be found each week in
podcast form at “Preaching Now” on Spotify, Apple Podcasts,
and other platforms.
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Sermon Notes

The fact of the matter is that the New Testament does not say
anything about an innkeeper. Yet, multitudes of Nativity pageants
have featured an innkeeper, most often depicted as gruff and
unwelcoming. Perhaps we have jumped to conclusions about this
illusive character.

Here are some helpful lessons we can learn from an innkeeper:

1) There is a lesson about

Out of five words - “no room in the end” - we have performed a

character assassination on a child of God we know nothing about.

2) There is a lesson about

When Joseph and Mary came to the door that night, the innkeeper
had to make a decision. What would you have done if you had
been in his place?

3) There is a lesson about

Perhaps our whole image of the innkeeper should change - to
view him not with contempt, but with kindness.
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