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SUNDAY, MAY 15TH  - ONE SERVICE!!  
We have been blessed to have such wonderful guest preachers return to Munsey during our 150th    
celebration, and we look forward to welcoming Bishop Richard Looney on Sunday, May 15. On that day, 
we will have one worship service at 11:00am in the Sanctuary that will also be live-streamed in the    
Melting Pot. Sunday School will meet at 10:00am as usual, and we hope you’ll join us as we hear from 
Bishop Looney in worship! 
 
PRESCHOOL CELEBRATION SUNDAY  
Munsey Preschool opened its doors on September 2, 1946 and is wrapping up its 75th school year! As we have been 
celebrating Munsey’s 150th anniversary this past year, it’s phenomenal to know that our    
preschool has been a vital part of our church life for one-half of our history. We look forward 
to celebrating Munsey Preschool’s 75th school year in all our worship services on May 1 and 
hope you’ll join us! 
 
COLLEGE GRADUATES 
We would love to celebrate all our Munsey students who have graduated from college or graduate school this year. If 
you or someone in your family has graduated this school year, please let us know so we can share their names in our 
June Messenger. Names and degrees can be sent to Cathy Szucs (cathy.szucs@munsey.org) through May 25. 
 
MUNSEY CHURCH SHIRTS & HATS  
Don’t miss your chance to order a new Munsey Church shirt or hat in honor of our 150th celebration! Order forms are at 
the Connection Point and online through May 1, with pickup in mid-May. We have several style options available, and 
shirts are navy with white and orange graphics and come in unisex sizing. Checks can be made payable to Munsey   
Memorial UMC, with “150th shirts/hats” in the memo line. Please let Amanda Onks know if you have any questions. If 
you order a shirt, we hope you’ll plan to wear it at our June 25 social! 
 
LADIES’ LUNCH  
All ladies are welcome to join us on Monday, May 23 at Holy Taco North, and we look forward to lunch and 
fellowship! To reserve a seat, please contact Amanda Onks (amanda@munsey.org). 
 
YOUNG PARENTS CLASS 
We have a new Sunday School class for young parents starting on May 8! The class will meet in LL3 each Sunday at 
10:00am, and we look forward to this new opportunity for young parents to share in community and       
discipleship together. Please let Amanda Onks know if you have any questions. 
 
MUNSEY LIBRARY STUDY KITS 
We have a wealth of study kits in our Munsey Library that are available for individuals, small groups, and Sunday 
School classes to use as they grow in their faith journeys. Each kit comes with everything needed for the study (leader 
guide, participant guide, DVD, etc.) and can be checked out from our library for anyone to use. You can find a list of 
study kits at www.munsey.org/sunday-school, and we’re so thankful to have these resources available! 
 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT STUDIES 
We have age-level programs for children and youth and adult studies from 6:00-7:00pm each Wednesday through 
May 11! I f you would like to bring your dinner w ith you before programs begin, tables are available around 
the gym floor from 5:15-6:00pm. All groups are open for people to join at any time!  
 
KEEP YOUR INFORMATION UPDATED!  
Have you moved? Has your email/address/phone number changed? You may go into the Shelby app and make the 
changes yourself. If you don’t know how, please email the church and let us know so we can keep our records up-to-
date. Thank you! 
 
CAMP BAYS MOUNTAIN 
We have $100 scholarships available for Munsey children and youth to attend summer camp at Camp Bays 
Mountain. If you’re interested in registering with a Munsey scholarship, please contact Amanda Onks 
(amanda@munsey.org). 
 

COMPUTER HELP NEEDED IN THE LIBRARY 
Munsey’s library has a new computer system which will allow us to process books and study kits. We need a volunteer 
who is computer proficient to help set up our system. For more information, contact Martha Eldred at (423)268-1806. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 
The Finance Committee wants to thank everyone that has given to Munsey to help spread God’s love and expand God’s 
kingdom by supporting the mission and ministries of Munsey. It is through your faithful generosity that Munsey can    
engage in all the missions and ministries you and the church believe in. Munsey spent approximately $200,000 toward 
all missions and ministries in March. Through your continued generosity, we will be able to expand these missions and 
ministries to further God’s kingdom and spread God’s love. 
 
---Chris Rayment – Munsey Finance Committee Chair 

mailto:amanda@munsey.org
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“Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” 
Matthew 8:20 
 
A Response to SB 1610 
 
Governor Lee has on his desk a bill for his signature that will expand the Equal Access to Property Act of 2012. Under 
the previous act, camping on state-owned land was a Class A misdemeanor punishable by up to 11 months and 29 days 
in jail, SB 1610 would make it a crime to camp on public property with the punishment carrying a $50 fine. 
  
If SB 1610 becomes law, it would further criminalize homelessness, punishing people by denying them any place in 
which to lay their heads at night. This act would be laughable if it were not so heartless. If someone does not have    
access to private property and becomes a criminal for occupying the 
public property, what is left for them? Nothing! 
 
This act is made even more despicable by the fact that during the 
discussions, one Senator saw fit to mention that Adolf Hitler had been 
homeless and had learned from the experience. Even linking Adolf 
Hitler and homelessness in the same breath demonstrates a complete 
lack of empathy and the depth of understanding as to the nature of 
homelessness. The legislature would better serve the interests of ALL 
Tennesseans by seeking humane solutions to a complex issue instead 
of a quick fix that criminalizes a vulnerable segment of our          
population. Creating crimes to punish the less fortunate not only dehumanizes them but also dehumanizes us in the   
process as well. 
  
If we are to live into our Christian faith, should we not care for all? If we profess to believe that all our fellow human 
beings are made in God’s image, we should not remain silent about a law that makes them less than human. As       
followers of Jesus, we have been commanded to love our “neighbors as ourselves”. That means everyone; all means 
ALL. 
  
We urge you to write your legislative representative as this bill does not reflect the teachings of Jesus. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Interim Senior Pastor 

Steve Wheeler, Director of Missions 

 

BIKE FOR UKRAINE 
June 4-5, Steve Wheeler and John Redmond w ill get in the saddle to bike 102 miles and   
tackle a 9480 ft. elevation gain from Johnson City to the Holston Annual Conference in Lake  
Junaluska, NC. This journey is for two purposes. The first is to raise money for the people of Ukraine 
and aid in their healing and restoration. The second is to express our solidarity in their suffering. The 
goal is to raise at least $5,000. The money will directly support the pastors and parishioners delivering 
supplies each week to Ukraine. More details coming soon on how to give.  
 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE FOR JUNE 25 & 26! OUR STORY CONTINUES...  
What a milestone and an exciting time for our church! The last six months of celebrating our 150th Anniversary have 
been a time of reflection, connection, and growth. As our celebration comes to a close and we look toward our next 150 
years, mark your calendar and make plans to join your Munsey family for special events on June 25 & 26. We will   
celebrate our past and our future, and welcome our new Senior Pastor, Rev. Dr. Kip Laxson. (We anticipate our new   
Associate Pastor, Beth Sullivan, will be with us in early July.) 
 

 Saturday, June 25 at 7:00pm: Celebrating 150 Years of Christian Growth and Service. 
Join us for an old-fashioned Saturday night social featuring music, ice cream, and the burial of 
a time capsule. Ideas for the time capsule can be emailed to Dianna Cantler at  
pqsmom@gmail.com. 

 
 Sunday, June 26 at 10:00am: Our Story Continues! One worship service with Rev. Dr. Kip 

Laxson, followed by a lunch (catered by Taste Budz) and special presentations. If you plan on 
joining us for lunch, please RSVP at (munsey.org/150) or call Cathy Szucs at 423-461-8070 
ext. 203 so we can plan accordingly. 

 
We look forward to celebrating with you as we usher in the next 150 years of Munsey!  
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Steve Wheeler (steve@munsey.org), (423-461-8070 ext. 209), Director of Missions 
 

2022 HOLSTON ANNUAL CONFERENCE HANDS-ON PROJECT—SCHOOL KITS TO LIBERIA  
 

Items needed: 

Instructions: 
 Remove price tags from all items.  

 Please use only the quantities listed. 

 NO SUBSTITUTIONS or additional items are allowed due to Customs regulations. This includes notes,   
cards, photos, religious tracks, food items or anything else that is not on the list. 

 Please place the school materials kits in the bin in the hallway across from the Connection 
Point under the School Kits for Liberia Sign during the month of May. 

Liberia is still recovering from the effects of civil war. Statistics indicate that about 85% of the population live 
on less than $1.25 a day (US dollars). Our gift of school supplies is so important!  

Our goal is to have enough materials to fill 100 school kits! 
 
CARE FOR CREATION SUNDAY 
On Sunday, May 22, we will observe Care for Creation. Our United Methodist Social Principles state that “All creation is 
the Lord’s, and we are responsible for the ways in which we use and abuse it.” In conjunction with that 
day, the Church and Society team will be providing information to Sunday School classes on ways we 
can make our homes and businesses more energy efficient. 
We will also be conducting a Blessing of the Animals that day (May 22) in the Lower CLC parking lot at 
3:00pm. Look for additional information in the weekly Update. 
 
PRISON MINISTRY 
After two years of Covid, the residents at Northeast State Prison in Mountain City01 and Red Onion State Prison in Pound, 
VA have access to visitors and outside religious groups. Beginning in April, Kairos was allowed to resume weekly prayer 
and share meetings at Northeast, and Red Onion has agreed to resume monthly gatherings in June with a weekend in 
October. There will probably also be a weekend at Northeast in the fall. One Day with God is scheduled to have a      
weekend this September. In addition, the annual Christmas Party has been scheduled for December 1. Kairos Outside will 
also be having a weekend this fall. The residents at Northeast and Red Onion are ecstatic about these changes. Prison      
ministry is not for everyone, but it might be for you! Please pray about how you can contribute and also for staffing 
needs at both prisons.   
 
FREEDOM GLOBAL 
Our class of 2021 has officially graduated from high school. They   
finished their exams and have all gone home. While we are sad to 
see them go…we are grateful to have walked with them. Thank you 
for joining us in 30 days of prayer for these girls. We continue to 
pray for them even as they await the results and figure out the next 
steps of life. Congratulations class of 2021! The new school year will 
start the last week of April, with an additional 30 new students. We 
will have a great need for new sponsors and new prayer partners. 
The Kenyan government has mandated that all high schools          
incorporate 7th and 8th grades. Freedom Global will start in January 
with a new class of 7th graders, and will be in full compliance by   
January 2024. Please be in prayer about ways you may be able to 
help: sponsoring a student, being a prayer partner, or financial        
assistance. If you have any questions, please contact Lindy Kinser at 
mlkinser580@gmail.com. 
 
NORTH SIDE ELEMENTARY — A GREAT PLACE TO BE! 
H. Jackson Brown, Jr. once said, “Remember that the happiest people are not those getting more, but those giving 
more.” In March, Munsey had a lot of “happy” members because 944 healthy snacks (cheese crackers, fruit snacks, and 
granola bars) and 581 drinks (juice and water) were donated for the 92 students taking TCAP tests. What an amazing 
response! In April, we collected 13 jars of disinfecting wipes, 12 boxes of Kleenex, 4 cans of Lysol spray, and 27 pairs of 
socks to date. In May, we will be collecting items needed by the Related Arts students. 
On May 19, we need volunteers for the Spring Family Night from 5:00-7:00pm. We have been asked 
to help serve a hot dog dinner plus participate in the following activity centers: bubbles, sand art,        
inflatables, a petting zoo, chalk art, beach ball fun, dunk tank, face painting, make-and-take gliders 
and a photo booth. It should be a lot of fun for the community and the great volunteers from Munsey 
who make this partnership so viable. If you would like to join some of our “happy” volunteers, contact 
me at chinouthhome@yahoo.com. Thanks for helping make North Side a great place to be! 

---Susanna Chinouth 
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 1 ruler, 12-inch  

 1 compass/protractor  

 2 boxes of chalk 

 1 small Bible (new or used) 

 1 pk. pencils (10-12 ct.)  

 1 pk. erasers  

 2 pencil sharpeners  

 3 spiral notebooks (70 ct.)  

 1 pk. pens, blue or black (10-12 ct.) 

mailto:steve@munsey.org
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Katie Jackson (katie@munsey.org) & Kristi Bowman (kristi@munsey.org), Directors of Children’s Ministries 

EASTER EGG HUNT--THANK YOU!  
We cannot thank you enough for all of your support in making our Munsey/Johnson City Community Easter Egg Hunt 
a success this year! For bringing in thousands of pieces of candy and donating money for candy purchases, THANK 
YOU! For the Sunday School classes and individuals who spent hours stuffing candy into plastic 
eggs, THANK YOU! To those who showed up at church and at Founders Park to load, unload, set 
up, and clean up all the supplies needed for the egg hunt, THANK YOU! To those who helped   
scatter eggs, staffed the mission project, handed out prizes, and helped collect empty eggs, 
THANK YOU! We also want to thank our amazing Easter Bunny for helping spread some extra 
Easter cheer, and we extend a special THANK YOU to Becky Edmisten and our Munsey Kids for 
leading the egg hunt crowd in a special dance to get everyone excited for the morning! What a 
wonderful event, and what a wonderful opportunity to share the joy of Easter with our Johnson City community! 
 
---Kristi and Katie  
 
 
VBS 2022 – KNIGHTS OF THE NORTH CASTLE 
VBS week will be here before we know it, and we couldn’t be more excited! Make plans to join us 
June 20-23 from 9am-12:30pm for an incredible week! During “Knights of the North Castle” 
VBS, we will learn how to be strong in the Lord and in the strength of God’s power by exploring how 
we put on the armor of God. Our epic quest will be full of adventure, laughter, learning, and fun. This 
year will be a return to “traditional VBS” with our assembly times, story, science, music, art, and   
mission/snack stations, during which we will become brave knights on a quest to discover the       
different pieces of God’s armor. We’ll learn how different characters in the Bible experienced God’s 
armor at work in their lives, and also explore how that armor works in our own lives as we follow and 
serve God. 
 

To ensure adequate staffing, registration is as follows: 

 May 1-15-Munsey kids only (You can register after this, but you should register during this time to  
ensure a spot for your child.) 

 May 16-21-Remaining available spots will be offered to Munsey Preschool & Kindergarten families.  

 May 22-30-Any remaining spots will be open to the community. 
 

To register your child/ren, please contact Kristi (423-310-1329/kristi@munsey.org) or Katie (423-429-8312/ 
katie@munsey.org) for the registration link or to ask questions.  
 
Pre-registration is required and spots are limited, so please register early! 
 
 
VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
We’re off to a great start with staffing our VBS 2022 team, but we still have many holes we need to fill and many    
different ways you can be involved, and both adult & youth volunteers are needed! Whether you are willing to serve 
as a volunteer in our various learning centers, a leader to guide children to their various activities during the VBS day, 
or are willing to provide help behind the scenes with decorations, planning, registration, or refreshments, we’d love to 
have you join us on the Knights of North Castle team! Please contact Kristi Bowman at kristi@munsey.org or Katie 
Jackson at katie@munsey.org to let us know how you’d like to be a part of our VBS adventure this year! 
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 Washable markers 

 Colored pencils 

 Twistable crayons 

 Stick glue 

 Crayons  

 Scrapbook paper (any    
design) 

 Duplo Lego (any kind) 

 Watercolor paper 

 File folders 

MAY is the month of:  

Please bring donations to the bin around the 
corner  

from the CONNECTION POINT. 

mailto:kristi@munsey.org
mailto:katie@munsey.org
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                                  Caitlin King (caitlin@munsey.org) Director of Youth Ministries. 
 
AFTER SCHOOL HANGOUT 
Join Caitlin at Columbian Coffee Exchange (1703 West Market St.) on May 19 from 3:00-4:00pm! Come 
and go as you are able! Let Caitlin know if you can make it for coffee, smoothies, or food! 
 
GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR SUNDAY 
Graduating High School Senior Sunday is May 15, and we will celebrate our Seniors in the 11:00am Sanctuary service, 
and we only have one service that day! Seniors, please wear your graduation gowns and meet in the Sanctuary by 
10:45am!   
 
FELLOWSHIP EVENT 
Mark your calendars for a Fellowship Event on Sunday, May 1 from 4:30-6:00pm!  
 
LIFE GROUPS 
Life Groups continue to meet on Wednesdays from 6:00-7:00pm! All groups w ill meet on the Youth Floor, except 
our high school guys, who will meet in the CLC Meeting Room. Our last group meeting for the semester will be May 11!   
 
PRAYER BREAKFAST 
We invite all high school students to meet us on Thursday mornings at the W. Market Chick-fil-A for Prayer Breakfast 
from 6:30-7:00am! Rides to school are not provided, so please be sure you have a ride to school. Let Caitlin 
know if you have any questions! Our last Prayer Breakfast meeting for the semester will be May 12!  
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School continues to meet on the Youth Floor from 10:00-10:45am. We invite our students and volunteers 
to join us at 9:45am for refreshments! Starting on May 1, we will have one combined class; friends are welcome!  
 
ASP MISSION TRIP  
Please be in prayer for our team going on the ASP trip June 12-18! We are looking forward to a wonderful week 
together serving in Appalachia! 
 
CONFIRMATION 2022 
We are so proud of our confirmands! Confirmation Sunday was held on April 24 in the 9:00am Sanctuary and 11:00am       
Journey services, and below is the Confirmation Class Creed written by the class.  
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CONFIRMATION CLASS CREED 2022 
 

We believe God is the Creator of Life and Father of all.  

We believe The Bible is the Word of God, the means by 
which we live.  

We believe The Church lives out God’s Word through actions, 
beliefs, and worship.  

We believe Jesus is the Son of God, who died for our sins 
and rose three days later. 

We believe that The Holy Spirit is everywhere, The Giver of 
Life, it guides us and is within all of us. 

We believe that we should love everyone as you want them 
to love you.  

We believe that everyone sins, but when you pray for      
forgiveness, you are forgiven because Jesus died for you. 

We believe that Heaven is the ideal life after death, where 
misery and struggle ends, and where we reunite with passed 
loved ones.  

Confirmands: Lillian Ellis, Lora Wilgus, Ella Smith, 
Kate Mitchell, Addison Mitchell, Aidan Estes, Nick 
Matherne. 
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IN THE HOSPITAL: 

 Tom Terry, VA. 
 
SYMPATHY: 
 to Judy and Phil Myers upon the death of her mother, Janetta Hickman, in Hermitage, 

TN, on March 27.  

 to the family of Jacob Bethany, who died on March 28.  

 to the family of George Taylor, who died on March 31 in Ohio. 

 4/3/22 4/10/22 4/17/22 4/24/22 

Budget Offering $23,749 $29,882 $13,306 $49,820 

Weekly Budget Requirement:  $32,432 

Capital Campaign $80 $580 $155 $470 

Missions Offering $8,106 $4,375 $16,131 $3,501 

Pastor’s  

Discretionary 
$55 $185 $55 $2,068 

Online  

Viewership 
585  383 523 422 

In-Person  

Worship 
356 337 810 426 

SHEPHERD’S BREAKFAST COMPANIONS 
 
May   7:  Boones Creek Christian Church             
May 14:  Wesley Sunday School Class 

May 21:  Piney Flats UMC Youth 

May 28:  Virgil Anderson Class 
 

We continue to practice safe guidelines. 
  

To serve or to learn more about our Saturday  
morning ministry for our downtown neighbors,  

Contact steve@munsey.org. 

JUNE Messenger Deadline:  
MAY 23 

** UPCOMING MISSIONS OPPORTUNITIES ** 

MAY: 

 Interfaith Green Network Energy Awareness 

JULY: 

 Freedom Global Kenya Trip (May 12-22) 

EASTER OFFERING 
 

The Easter Offering (received to date) is $20,420.82. 
Thank you so much for your generosity! This offering is    
going to United Methodist Churches in the Czech          
Republic who are assisting the refugees from the Ukraine.   



 

 

Munsey Memorial United Methodist Church 
PO Box 1336 
Johnson City, TN 37605-1336 

Return Service Requested 

201 South Roan Street, Johnson City, Tennessee 37601 
Web: www.munsey.org | Email: info@munsey.org | Phone: 423-461-8070 | Fax: 423-975-7800 

—
MAY 1 

PRESCHOOL  
CELEBRATION   

SUNDAY 
 

9:00am & 11:00am 
Sanctuary 

The Church: An  
Instrument of God’s 

Purpose 
Acts 9:1-6(7-20) 
Douglas Fairbanks 

preaching 
 

11:00am Journey 
Do You Love Me? 

John 21:1-19 
Douglas Grove-DeJarnett 

preaching 
 

11:00am Open Door  
Caitlin King 
preaching 

 

MAY 8 
MOTHER’S DAY 

 
9:00am & 11:00am  

Sanctuary 
On Being Known 

John 10:22-30 
Psalm 23 

Douglas Grove-DeJarnett 
preaching 

 

11:00am Journey 
Got Questions?   

Asking for a Friend! 
Steve Wheeler 

preaching 
 

11:00am Open Door  
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY 15 
GRADUATING HIGH 
SCHOOL SENIORS 

SUNDAY 
 

11:00am  
Sanctuary 

ONE SERVICE  
Bishop Richard Looney  

preaching 
 

11:00am Open Door  
Bishop Richard Looney 

preaching  
(live streaming) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY 22 
CARE FOR CREATION 

SUNDAY  
 

9:00am & 11:00am 
Sanctuary 

The Point of Us 
Acts 16:9-15 

Douglas Fairbanks 
preaching 

 

11:00am Journey 
Faith to Move     

Mountains 
Mark 11:12-25 

Douglas Grove-DeJarnett 
preaching 

 

11:00am Open Door  
John Redmond 

preaching 
 
 
 

MAY 29 
 

9:00am & 11:00am 
Sanctuary 

Open Hearts, Open 
Minds, Open Doors 

Luke 24:44-53 
Douglas Grove-DeJarnett 

preaching 
 

11:00am Journey 
You’ve Got To Be Me 

Now 
Acts 1:1-11 

Douglas Fairbanks 
preaching 

 

11:00am Open Door  
Grace for the Graceful 

Acts 9:36-43 
Steve Wheeler 

preaching 


