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"There's a place at Munsey for anybody that wants a 
place." Read Beth Ledbetter’s Munsey story & see 

what being “All In” means to her on page 7. 
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For the week of June 14-19, I served as a Co-Minister in Residence at Camp Bays Mountain. It was a 
great time of fun, adventure, joy, and lots of heat! Luckily, campers have learned to beat the heat with 
a lot of water-related activities. Spending time with approximately 65 children, counselors, and staff 
taught me five important things.  
 
5. Kids are still kids! I loved watching the kids act like kids. Camp is a place where one can be silly, 
get dirty, and be yourself. I didn’t see any tablets or phones or electronic devices. Instead, the kids 
played games, sang, talked to each other, and laughed together. The kids were open to new 
adventures and challenges.  
4. Camp food has improved since I was kid! The wonderful kitchen staff at Camp Bays Mountain 
ensured that the kids were well-fed, hydrated, and given snacks in the evening. Perhaps the best part 
of the meals were the desserts. S’mores continue to be a top delicious treat for all campers.  

3. Munsey was well represented – In addition to 21 Munsey children and youth at camp throughout the week, we had several 
Munsey adult volunteers on hand to help with activities and programs. Special thanks to Amanda Onks (volunteering for several 
days); Brett Smith (helping lead music with me several evenings); Rev. Beth Sullivan (hanging out one morning with 3

rd
-5

th
 

graders at the climbing tower); and our ministry intern, 
Anna Cooper (helping with archery and day camp one 
morning).   
2. God’s creation is grand! Camp is within the 
boundaries of the city of Kingsport, and yet when you 
are over there, you feel as though you are far away. 
What a blessing it is to be able to experience the beauty 
of God’s creation in such a short distance from the 
sounds of the city. On a couple of hikes, I saw a bear 
(from a far distance), two turtles, a snake, and three 
deer.   
1. The future of the church is bright. The children and 
youth at camp were attentive, inquisitive, interested in 
the Bible Stories, and a good group of singers. The 
week at camp revealed that the future of the church is 
bright, and ministries such as camp and Wesley 
Foundations are vital to the development of young 
leaders. We should continue to do all that we can at 
Munsey to invest in them! 
 
Interested in supporting camp further? We have a camp scholarship fund to help subsidize the costs of camp for attendees. For 
more information, contact Pastor Chris or give to Munsey with “Camp Bays Mountain Scholarship” in the memo.   

We’re hiring! We are seeking a full-time Maintenance Technician. Interested applicants should email a resume, cover letter and 
Statement of Faith to employment@munsey.org. More information on both positions is available at www.munsey.org/
employment, and we hope you’ll share the word with anyone you know who might be a good fit.   
 

 

All of our Munsey friends who are age 65+ are invited to join us as we celebrate! The party will be on Monday, July 13, at 11:30am in 
the Christian Life Center Gym. Lunch will be served, with entertainment to follow from comedian and magician, Matt Fore. Our theme 
this year is Hats Off to You, and everyone is asked to wear a hat: one from their favorite era, one that evokes a great memory, or 
just their favorite hat. Donations will be accepted for the entertainment. Please RSVP by July 5 at munsey.org/rsvp or 423-
461-8070. 
 

 
 

We’re trying something new on July 12! Young adults are invited to meet Pastor Chris and our Missions Intern Nate Spivey in 
the Christian Life Center Lobby after worship to go to lunch. We’ll have pick-up basketball in the gym from 2:00-4:00pm 
afterward, and anyone in high school or older is welcome to join the basketball fun! 
 

 
 

All ladies are welcome to join us on Monday, July 20, at 12:00pm at Ole’s Guacamoles, and we look forward to lunch and 
fellowship together. Please let Amanda Onks know (amanda@munsey.org) if you plan to be there so we can save you a seat.  

Photo courtesy of a very nervous Amanda Onks 

Most of our Munsey campers pictured one morning after Morning Watch Devotion at 

Camp Bays Mountain 

mailto:employment@munsey.org?subject=Church%20Secretary%20Position
http://www.munsey.org/employment
http://www.munsey.org/employment
file:///C:/Users/edt/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/PNJGI454/munsey.org/rsvp
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The Wayne Anderson Men’s Prayer Group meets Thursday mornings at 6:30am in the Christian Life Center Meeting Room. 
We invite all men of all churches to join us for study, prayer, and fellowship. For more information, please email Bill Darden 
(billdarden7@aol.com).  
 

   
 

Our men’s prayer group meets each Wednesday morning at 8:00am in the Conference Room. They take turns leading a 
devotion with the group and share life and prayer request together. For more information, please contact Boyce Berry at 
boyceberry40@gmail.com. 
 

 

Church Council meetings are open to any Munsey member, and each is at 6:00pm in the Christian Life Center Meeting Room on 
these remaining dates this year: July 16, September 17, and November 19. To learn more about our teams and committees, 
you can find a list of them at munsey.org.   
 

All are welcome! Join us for a relaxed time of Mahjong in the Gathering Place, now on alternating Wednesdays (2:30-4:30pm) 
and Fridays (10:00am-12:00pm), with July 1, 10, 15, 24, and 29 as opportunities this month. All skill levels are welcome, 
including beginners who would like to learn. Email tricia.nguyen@yahoo.com for more information.   
 

   
 

Our Women’s Study Group meets on Monday mornings from 9:30-11:00am in the Parlor, and all women are welcome! Let 
Amanda Onks (amanda@munsey.org) know if you have questions or would like to join us. 

 

We are always interested in adding new members at Munsey. If you are interested in joining the Munsey family or you have any 
questions, please reach out to Pastor Chris Brown at chris.brown@munsey.org. 

 
 

Tuesday, July 21, at 7:00pm is Munsey night at the Johnson City Doughboys game at the TVA Credit Union Ballpark! Group 
tickets are available for only $7 per person (with children under 4 free), and we can't wait for a fun night of fellowship and 
Appalachian League baseball! All Munsey members and friends welcome, and you can reserve your tickets through July 12 at 
www.munsey.org/rsvp. Ticket payment can be made to Haley Greenway via cash, PayPal, or Venmo, and please contact her for 
payment info (haley_greenway@yahoo.com). We hope to see you there! 
 

 
 

It’s hard to believe we’re already halfway through 2026! We’ve had so many wonderful ministry moments already this year and 
are looking forward to what the second half of the year will bring. We’re hosting a Lunch & Learn of Munsey Happenings on 
Sunday, July 19, after 11:00 worship in the Gathering Place, and you’re invited to come and hear updates from Pastor Chris 
and our business committees (Trustees, Finance, SPRC, and Nominations). We’ll have Barberitos for lunch, and you’re 
welcome to donate for lunch costs. Please RSVP with Amanda Onks (amanda@munsey.org) by July 13 if you plan to attend.  

 

 
 

Our yoga class continues through the summer! Join certified yoga instructors, Melissa Curran and Krista Wright, for a 
rejuvenating yoga class on Wednesdays in room LL16 from 6:00-7:00pm. The class combines deep breathing with flow and 
yin yoga practices, offering a peaceful and restorative experience for all skill levels. The class is on a pay-as-you-can basis, and 
please contact Melissa Curran (423-341-5476) if interested in joining. 
 

 
 

The Holston Conference Foundation and Allan Jones Foundation have collaborated to publish Good 
News, Great Joy, and Abundant Life!: Selected Sermons of Bishop Richard C. Looney . These transcribed 
sermons from Bishop Looney’s years at Church Street UMC are truly a gift, and we are fortunate to have 
a limited number of copies available at Munsey. They ’re $20 each and can be picked up at the 
Connection Point, along with an envelope that gives instructions for sending payment directly to the 
Holston Foundation.  
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 ~ Mindy Moore, Director of Youth Ministries (mindy.moore@munsey.org) 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Youth Sunday School meets weekly on the Youth floor at 10:00am, with fellowship and snacks at      
9:45am. All 6

th
-12

th
 graders are welcome! Promotion Sunday is August 2, and we’ll welcome rising 

6
th
 graders to the Youth Floor with the new school year start that day. 

 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 

Save the date! August 2
 
is our Youth Kick-Off Pool Party. More information to come! 

 

THANK YOU, YOUTH! 
Thank you to all of the youth who stepped up and volunteered for Spark Camp. Your energy, 
willingness to serve, and positive attitudes made a real difference throughout the week. From helping 
with activities to supporting the younger children and assisting the adult leaders, you played an 
important role in making the camp run smoothly each day. Your commitment showed responsibility 

and teamwork, and it did not go unnoticed. Spark Camp was stronger because of your involvement, and your example of service 
and leadership was truly appreciated.  
 
 

 ~ Charity Damrau, Director of Children’s Ministries (charity.damrau@munsey.org) 
 
SPARK CAMP THANK YOU 
A huge thank you goes out to the more than 50 children who participated in Spark Camp and the 40 
dedicated volunteers who made it such a meaningful and successful week. Over the course of five 
full days, from 9:00am to 5:00pm each day, your energy, patience, creativity, and commitment 
brought the camp to life in a powerful way. The kids showed enthusiasm, curiosity, and joy in every 
activity, while our volunteers gave tirelessly of their time and talents to ensure everything ran 
smoothly and safely. Spark Camp was more than just a schedule of activities - it was a community 
experience filled with learning, laughter, and connection, and it simply wouldn’t have been possible 
without each and every person who took part. Thanks again! 
 
PROMOTION SUNDAY 
We are excited to celebrate Children & Youth Promotion Sunday on August 2, a special milestone in 
the life of our church family. On this meaningful day, our kindergarteners will officially join Elementary 

Spark, where they will continue growing in faith through new friendships, engaging activities, and age-appropriate learning. At 
the same time, our 6

th
 graders will transition into the middle school ministry, where they will be welcomed into a new season of 

spiritual growth, discipleship, and deeper community. We celebrate each child and family during this important step and look 
forward to all that God will continue to do in their lives as they move forward in their faith journeys.  

~ Emily Ham, RN (parishnurse@munsey.org or 423-282-8970) 
 

DEMENTIA SUPPORT GROUP 
Do you have a loved one with dementia?  Do you want some practical help dealing with some of the challenges caring for a 
dementia patient?  If so, please join us the second Monday of each month at 2:30pm in the Parlor. Now is a great time to 
join! Please reach out to Emily Ham, RN for more info at parishnurse@munsey.org. 
 

LIFE LINE SCREENING 
Did you know that for 4 out of 5 people that have a stroke, the first symptom IS the stroke? 
 
Life Line screening is a company offering convenient and thorough preventative testing. If you are over 40, especially if you 
have other risk factors such as high blood pressure, this would be helpful for you. Visit https:/lifelinescreening.com for local 
locations and more information. It's easy, cost effective, and provides valuable information! 
 

GRIEF SUPPORT 
Are you in a season of grief and could use some support? I am looking to start a grief support group in the fall but would like to 
gauge a level of interest first. If this is something that would be helpful for you, please reach out and let me know! 

mailto:mindy.moore@munsey.org?subject=From%20the%20Messenger
mailto:charity.damrau@munsey.org?subject=From%20the%20Messenger
mailto:parishnurse@munsey.org?subject=Dementia%20Support%20Group
mailto:parishnurse@munsey.org
https:/lifelinescreening.com


THE MUNSEY MESSENGER 

JULY 2026  

www.munsey.org Page 5 

 

MAY MELTING POT STATISTICS  

In May, we served 372 people breakfast on Saturday mornings, plus 10 to-go bags for latecomers and 13 food boxes for hungry 
families with resources from the small Melting Pot food pantry. We also provided lunch on 2 Saturdays, while our ministry 
partner, Feeding in Action, provided lunch on the remaining Saturdays. In addition, we sponsored our second Health and 
Wellness Resource Fair of the year with a total of 120 in attendance – 50 volunteers and 70 people seeking services. We were 
joined by 212 people for a light meal and Sunday worship in May. We also gave out 7 food boxes on Sunday mornings in May. 

For additional information about our Melting Pot Ministries and ways to help, please contact Anthony Jackson, Director of Local 
Missions at anthony.jackson@munsey.org. 
 
CONNECTIONAL SUPPORT – ALEXANDER UMC 
 

Six-Month Recap, Plus Future 2026 Plans 
As we continue to strengthen our connection to Alexander UMC in 
Bishop, Virginia, Munsey’s support for their mission and ministries can 
be seen everywhere. Over the past several months, we made several 
trips to Bishop and brought with us adult and children’s clothing, 
including coats and scarves, as well as blankets, canned food, and 
snacks for children. We were also able to accompany them when they 
delivered meals to the community as part of their twice monthly Bread 
of Life program. Earlier in the spring, Munsey staff went to Bishop and 
installed additional security cameras on the church grounds. 
 
Alexander UMC recently acquired two small buildings that, once 
renovated, will be used to store mission donations for the Bishop 
community. We are in the preliminary stages of planning a fall mission 
trip to assist them in the renovation work. More information on the work 
and volunteer needs will be available in the August Messenger. 
 
Children’s Clothing Donations Needed 
With the new school year starting soon, we ask our families with school age children to consider donating your no-longer-needed 
clean, gently used children’s clothes for our connectional ministry at Alexander UMC. Both summer and winter clothing will be 
accepted. Donations may be left in the designated basket at the Missions Center (across from the Connection Point). For more 
information or questions, please contact Karen Peko at ktpeko@hotmail.com. 

NORTH SIDE ELEMENTARY—A GREAT PLACE TO BE! 
 

Why is North Side so great? According to “MySchoolScout,” 
North Side ranked 17

th
 out of 1,786 Tennessee schools! Its 

ranking earned it eligibility to display a U.S. News Best 
Elementary Schools award badge that recognizes educational 
excellence. Part of this progress is due to statistics that say 53% 
of students are proficient in math and 57% in reading. Another 
source says that North Side students outperform 81.5% of 
elementary schools statewide in Tennessee. 

Why is this success amazing? Some say this is because the 
school is small with 361 students in grades Pre-K to 5

th
 grade. 

Many contribute their progress to the low student-teacher ratio 
of 12:1, which has been a goal of the principals for many years. 
Plus, 100% of the full-time teachers are certified, unlike the 

teachers at many charter schools. In addition, the diversity is exceptional, including 49.9% white, 21.6% Hispanic/Latino, 16.2% 
Black/African American, and 1.7% Asian. This means they have many instructional assistants in addition to an ESL teacher. 
 
What makes this ranking even more difficult to attain is the statistic that North Side serves a student population where 73.3% 
qualify for free or discounted lunch. That ultimately means, in this economy, parents are having to choose between food and 
school supplies for their children…which leads us to understand why the partnership between Munsey and North Side is so 
important. 
 
In June, Munsey members donated over 500 storage bags that will be used for our donated school supplies and by some 
teachers for their books sent home with students. The school supply lists and bags will be at both Mission tables and the 
Connection Point. Your generous donations are extremely important and greatly appreciated. Thanks for helping make North 
Side a great place to be! – Susanna Chinouth 
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Scan here to sign up for 

Open Door worship or 

Shepherd’s Breakfast! 

SHEPHERD’S BREAKFAST COMPANIONS 

(serving breakfast from 7:45am - 9:15am on Saturdays) 
JULY 4             Megan Dew, Sign-up slots still available  

JULY 11           Megan Dew, Sign-up slots still available  

JULY 18           Megan Dew, Sign-up slots still available  

JULY 25           Virgil Anderson SS Class and Renata Chandler, Sign-up slots still available  

 

To serve or learn more about our Saturday morning ministry for our downtown neighbors,      

contact Anthony Jackson at anthony.jackson@munsey.org or Sharon Pickering (423-491-4616 

at sharonpickering520@gmail.com). We have LOTS of open spots to help serve on Sunday 

mornings too, and you can scan the QR code or visit www.munsey.org/meltingpot to sign up. 

Munsey is excited to announce the launch of the SMILE & Style Closet, a new ministry 
dedicated to serving teens and young adults impacted by foster care. 
 
The SMILE & Style Closet grew from the passion of Munsey’s Church & Society Team, 
several of whose members have personal experience with foster care and adoption. This 
passion led to the partnership with SMILE Foster Closet, a nonprofit organization focused 
on the needs of foster children, foster families, kinship families, and at-risk families 
throughout Northeast Tennessee. While state resources provide important support, needs 
cannot always be fully met. SMILE helps bridge those gaps by providing essentials that 
help children and families adjust to new living situations and thrive together. Any child 
entering state care within the eight-county Northeast Tennessee district is eligible to 
receive services through SMILE. 
 
The new SMILE & Style Closet at Munsey expands this mission by focusing specifically on 
the unique needs of teenagers. Designed as a welcoming, boutique-style space, the closet 
will allow youth to choose clothing, shoes, accessories, personal care items, and other 
essentials that reflect their individuality and personal style. Rather than simply receiving 
donated items, teens are invited to shop in an environment that promotes dignity, 
confidence, and self-expression. 
 
Setup for the SMILE & Style Closet has begun on the lower level of the church, with two 
separate rooms for the boutique and storage. We are excited about this new ministry and answering Christ’s call to love our 
neighbors and support some of the most vulnerable members of our community. 
 
More details will be released soon, including projected opening dates, donation needs, and volunteer opportunities. To learn 
more about SMILE's mission and current operations, please visit http://smilefostercloset.org. Please contact Haley Greenway at 
haley_greenway@yahoo.com for more information about the SMILE & Style Closet at Munsey.  

 

Join us on July 8  
to finish staining decks for  
our Embreeville families. 

 
Meet in the lower Christian Life Center parking lot  

at 8:15am.  
Lunch will be provided. 

Return to church by 2:30pm.  
Please bring work gloves,  

sunscreen, and a water bottle.  
To register, please email 1956tlpatt@gmail.com. 

mailto:anthony.jackson@munsey.org?subject=Volunteer
mailto:sharonpickering520@gmail.com
https://munsey.org/meltingpot
http://smilefostercloset.org
mailto:haley_greenway@yahoo.com
mailto:1956tlpatt@gmail.com
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Beth and Howard Ledbetter met and married in Kansas. Soon after being married, they moved to Indiana. Howard's work in 
higher education then took them to Nebraska. Together they raised three sons. When the time came to put down roots, Johnson 
City just made sense. Howard grew up at Munsey and still had family here. As a very small boy he would lie on the pew and 
count the lights in the ceiling of the old round church; Dr. Blackard was the pastor then. 
 
While still in Nebraska, the Ledbetters bought a house in Johnson City in 1978 sight unseen over the phone, and as luck would 
have it, the place sat at the opposite end of the block from Dr. Blackard, who by then had been retired for many years and was 
the teacher of the Virgil Anderson Sunday School class. Within two weeks of moving in, the Rev. Dr. Paul Brown and wife, 
Pauline, were knocking on the door to make sure Beth, Howard, and their three sons had everything they needed. "We just 
appreciated them showing up and making sure that we found our place," Beth remembers. 
 
Beth completed a degree at ETSU and built a career of her own with a real estate appraisal business. Over the years, Beth 
served as president of United Methodist Women, chaired the Administrative Board, led the Administrative Council, and sat on the 
Trustees three separate times. She even served as president of the Holston Conference Board of Trustees. Munsey, she says, 
is where she learned to be a leader. She shared one of her favorite quotes:  "Your comfort zone is a nice place to be, but nothing 
grows there." 
 
These days you will find Beth making sure 11:00 Sanctuary worship at Munsey is welcoming to all. She recruits and 
schedules the sanctuary ushers, and, alongside Tom Lee, re-opened the Connection Point for hospitality on Sunday mornings. 
She attends the Virgil Anderson Sunday School class, which she sees as a dedicated extension of the church. For Beth, it all 
comes back to one conviction: "There's a place at Munsey for anybody that wants a place."  
 
Beth is candid in saying that any church, like life, has its ups and downs, and Munsey has weathered plenty. But to her, that's 
what it's all about. "Being all in means that you stay, and you help during the down times; you're there when the good times 
come back to celebrate and be grateful."  
 
She is genuinely hopeful - even excited - about what lies ahead. The people who are here, she says, are optimistic and glad to 
be here, and in her mind, that is how real growth happens. The feeling of belonging is meant to last a lifetime, and beyond. 
Howard passed away four years ago, and his ashes rest in the Munsey columbarium. Beth is satisfied with the thought of one 
day joining him there and still being part of the church that has invested in her for nearly fifty years. 
 
If she had one thing to say to anyone weighing whether to go all in at Munsey in 2026, it is simple. "Don't just dabble around the 
edges. Get all the way in." 
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201 South Roan Street, Johnson City, Tennessee 37601 
Web: www.munsey.org | Email: info@munsey.org | Phone: 423-461-8070  

Parish Nurse: parishnurse@munsey.org 

• 9:00am Worship in the Sanctuary features communion served weekly. 

• 11:00am Worship in the Sanctuary features traditional music with the Chancel Choir.  

• 11:00am Journey Worship in the Christian Life Center Gym features contemporary music with the Praise Band. 

• 9:00am Open Door Worship in the Melting Pot is our most informal service. Breakfast will be available from 8:30-
9:00am. 

 
Holy Communion is traditionally offered the first Sunday of the month in all worship services.  

–  
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The deadline for August Messenger submissions is July 24, 2026.  

 6-7-26 6-14-26 6-21-26 6-28-26 

Weekly Budget  
Offering 

$24,905 $19,260 $10,379 19,159 

Weekly Budget Requirement:                                                           $32,278 

Worship 
Attendance 

305 316 270 280 

JULY 5 
9:00am Sanctuary 

Romans 7:15-25 

Rev. Chris Brown 
preaching 

 

11:00am Sanctuary 
Romans 7:15-25 

Rev. Chris Brown 
preaching 

 

11:00am Journey 
Psalm 13 

Rev. Beth Sullivan 
preaching 

 

9:00am Open Door 
Nate Spivey 
preaching 

 

JULY 12 
9:00am Sanctuary 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Rev. Chris Brown 
preaching 

 

11:00am Sanctuary 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Rev. Chris Brown 
preaching 

 

11:00am Journey 
TBD 

Rev. Palmer Cantler 
preaching 

 

9:00am Open Door  

Tom Campbell 
preaching 

JULY 19 
9:00am Sanctuary 
Genesis 28:10-19a 

Rev. Chris Brown 
preaching 

 

11:00am Sanctuary 

Genesis 28:10-19a 

Rev. Chris Brown 
preaching 

 

11:00am Journey 
Genesis 28:10-19a 

Rev. Beth Sullivan 
preaching 

 

9:00am Open Door  

Nate Spivey 
preaching 

JULY 26 
9:00am Sanctuary 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

Rev. Beth Sullivan 
preaching 

 

11:00am Sanctuary 
TBD 

Rev. Jane Cheema, Director 
of Spiritual Programs for ASP  

preaching 

 

11:00am Journey 
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

Rev. Beth Sullivan 
preaching 

 

9:00am Open Door 
Tom Campbell 

preaching 

http://www.munsey.org
mailto:info@munsey.org
mailto:parishnurse@munsey.org

