
 

 

 

For the Mancl and Ralston family, being "All In” at Munsey shapes 
how they live every day, far beyond Sunday mornings, and church 

has become part of the rhythm of their lives together.  
Read their Munsey story on page 7. 
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There was a salesman who called his wife from a coin-operated phone in a distant city. After he 
finished the conversation with her, he said good-bye and replaced the receiver. As he was walking 
away, the phone rang. He went back and answered it, expecting to be informed of extra charges. But 
the operator said, “I thought you’d like to know. Just after you hung up, your wife said, “I love you.” 
The man was appreciative and thanked the operator for going the extra mile to tell him.   
Have you ever been the one to go the extra mile with someone in your life? What a rewarding 
experience it can be. I can think of so many instances in our church family when I witnessed one of 
you going the extra mile to help one another. I also celebrate how this church has gone in the extra 
mile in many of its missional emphases such as Rebuild Embreeville: Phases 1 and 2, the expansion 

of various resource opportunities through the Melting Pot, the response to helping North Side School, and most recently by 
investing and sponsoring Camp in the Community in Willow, Alaska. When we go the extra mile, it doesn’t just say something 
about our own values, it reflects the kingdom of God. 
In the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:38-41 - NIV), Jesus tells us the disciples to go the extra mile when it comes to 
responding to bad treatment. He says: “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ But I tell you, do not 
resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. And if anyone wants to sue you 
and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. Give to the one 
who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.” 
What Jesus is asking us to do is not often an easy path to take. It might stretch us to expand the limits of comfortability. And yet, 
going the extra mile is an opportunity to embody the words of Christ in a special way. It is the love of Christ in action.  
May Munsey Church continue to live into its call as followers of Christ, and yet further expand its reach to go the extra mile in 
Johnson City and beyond.  
On a personal note, I ask for your prayers as I will be in Liberia September 7-14, helping with the distribution of Holston 
Conference Hands-on-Mission Kits that were collected in June and shipped across the Atlantic. Remember, Munsey provided 
approximately 70 backpacks filled with school supplies for this project. The two shipping containers have arrived in Liberia, and 
we look forward to working with our United Methodist partners on the ground to support thousands of school children. I look 
forward to sharing some uplifting and transformative stories when I return. Please join me in welcoming Rev. Nathan Dugger, our 
Camp Bays Mountain Director, to the Sanctuary pulpit at 11:00 a.m. worship on Sunday, September 13.  

 

 
 

Our Monday Women’s Study Group meets in the Parlor each 
Monday from 9:30-11:00 a.m. All women are welcome. The 
group is currently studying A Faith of Many Rooms: Inhabiting 
a More Spacious Christianity by Debie Thomas. “For those of 
us who feel confined by our faith, Debie Thomas offers this 
literary and spiritual reckoning to help us experience the 
roominess of Christianity.” (from the publisher).  

 
 

Our men’s prayer group meets each Wednesday morning at 
8:00 a.m. in the Conference Room. Members take turns 
leading a devotion with the group and share life and prayer 
requests together.  

 
 

The Wayne Anderson Men’s Prayer Group meets Thursday 
mornings at 6:30 a.m. in the Christian Life Center Meeting 
Room. We invite men from all churches to join us for study, 
prayer, and fellowship. 

 
Each week, Pastor Chris will explore the four readings for the 
upcoming Sunday from the Revised Common Lectionary. The 
studies cover the same material and have options on 
Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Conference Room (next to the 
Chapel) and at 6:00 p.m. in the Christian Life Center Meeting 
Room. 

· September 2: Exodus 12:1-14, Psalm 149,  
Romans 13:8-14, and Matthew 18: 15-20 

· September 9: Exodus 14:19-31, Psalm 114,  
Romans 14:1-12, and Matthew 18:21-35 

· September 16: Exodus 16:2-15, Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45, 
Philippians 1:21-30, and Matthew 20:1-16 

· September 23: Exodus 17:1-7, Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16, 
Philippians 2:1-13; and Matthew 21:23-32 

· September 30: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12, Psalm 19, 
Philippians 3:4b-14, and Matthew 21:33-46 

If you have questions or need more information about  
any of these weekly groups, please contact Amanda Onks 

(amanda@munsey.org or 423-461-8070, ext. 220). 



 

 

 
A new group is being created to meet weekly 
to pray over the prayer requests and concerns 
of the congregation. The first meeting will be 
on Tuesday, September 1, at 9:00 a.m. in 
the Parlor. Choosing a regular meeting time 
will be part of the discussion that morning. If 
you have a heart to pray for those in need, for 
our church, and for the world, please join us 

on September 1. Together, let’s approach God’s throne of 
grace with boldness and faith. 

 

Pastor Chris hosts a Bible study for young adults each 
week! The group meets on Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m. in the 
Parlor, and all young adults are welcome. 

 
We are always interested in adding new members at 
Munsey. If you are interested in joining the Munsey family or 
have any questions, please reach out to Pastor Chris Brown 
at chris.brown@munsey.org. 

 
What’s your favorite one-hit 
wonder?  Mine is “Smoke from a 
Distant Fire” by The Sanford 
Townsend Band. Oh, they did a 
few others, but nothing you’d 
remember. But, because of that 

one fifty-year old song, all those guys probably have beach 
houses in places I couldn’t go near. Ever wish you could 
scribble down the lyrics to a three-minute staple you can’t 
get out of your head — one solitary burst of inspiration — 
that would likewise put to rest all your financial concerns?  
I know my Grandmother would say that would be the 
“hardest money you ever earned”… but I’d still like to give  
it a try. Alas, I must be rich in other things. 

I have a beautiful wife who daily makes me look better than  
I deserve; two healthy children with good jobs; a grandchild 
who gives me a hug when I need it most; a roof over my 
head; a place to go to work; and a warm, inviting church full 
of members of all types who show me the love of Christ 
every time we see one another. And, yes, I do know where 
my next meal is coming from. I am blessed. 

It is trite but true: we must all count our blessings, even as 
we may struggle with adversity that takes many forms. As 
chair of Munsey’s Endowment, I ask you all to take stock of 
what you have and consider a devise or bequest to your 
church, in your will or other donor document. Any staff 
member can steer you in the right direction. Tax advantages 
for your generosity may also be available. Consult your tax 
advisor for details.  ~ Thank you, John Taylor 

 
 

The Munsey church family is invited 
to celebrate the grand opening of our 
new ministry for foster teens on 
September 2 at 5:30pm in LL4. The 
SMILE & Style Closet at Munsey is 
for teens who are experiencing foster 
care and will provide access to new 
and gently loved clothing, shoes, 
accessories, and personal-care items 
in a space that feels less like a 
donation closet and more like a 
boutique. Through our partnership with SMILE Foster Closet 
in Kingsport and our generous church family, we have 
created a space that allows teens to choose things that 
reflect their own personalities and styles. Our hope is that 
every young person who walks through the doors feels 
seen, respected, and reminded that they matter. The SMILE 
& Smile Closet is a ministry of Munsey's Church and Society 
team and is part of our mission to be considered a Foster 
Friendly Church. 

The SMILE team would love for you to come see the space, 
celebrate what God is doing through the SMILE & Style 
Closet ministry, and learn how you can be part of it! Light 
refreshments will be available. Please contact Haley 
Greenway at haley_greenway@yahoo.com with questions 
or for more details.  

 
We can’t wait for our annual 
Fall for North Side Festival 
and hope you’ll mark your 
calendar for Sunday, 
September 27, from 3:00 – 
5:00 p.m.  
If you missed buying a shirt 
last year, we’re taking orders 
to wear at the festival and 
share our love for North Side. 
Orders are open through 
September 13 with pickup on 
September 20. Shirts are $10 
and order forms are available at the Connection Point and at 
munsey.org/festival. We’ll offer door prizes for North Side 
families at the festival again this year and will collect gift 
cards to fast food restaurants, Walmart, and donations to 
purchase them. If you or your small group would like to 
donate, please let Amanda Onks (amanda@munsey.org) 
know. We have volunteer needs at festival stations the day 
of the event, and you can sign up at munsey.org/festival to 
help. Thank you in advance for making it such a wonderful 
day! 
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· Sunday School meets weekly on the Youth Floor at  

10:00 a.m., with fellowship and snacks at 9:45 a.m.  

· Life Groups (small groups) meet Wednesday nights on 
the Youth Floor from 6:00-7:00 p.m.  

· High School Prayer Breakfast is Thursday mornings from 
6:30-7:00 a.m. at the West Market Street Chick-fil-A for 
high school students. Transportation is not provided to 
schools, and students need money for breakfast. 

 
Our first Middle School Fellowship is September 6 at Pizza Inn 
in Elizabethton. We will meet on the Youth Floor after the 
11:00am worship services and take a Munsey bus to the 
restaurant. Each youth will need $5. Please RSVP by 
September 4, to Mindy (mindy.moore@munsey.org). Friends 
are always welcome! 

-  
Middle School Pick Up is Wednesday, September 16! We will 
go to Cook Out for our snack stop and then on to Quantum 
Leap. Youth will need money for snacks and $10 for 
Quantum Leap. We pick up students from Liberty Bell, Indian 
Trail and University School. If your youth needs to be picked 
up from University School, please email penleye@etsu.edu, 
saying that your student will be picked up by Pastor Gary 
Ihfe from First UMC on Wednesday, September 16. Please 
RSVP by September 14, to Mindy 
(mindy.moore@munsey.org). Friends are always welcome! 

 

High School Fellowship will be on September 20, and we'll be 
going out to a movie with movie title and time will be 
determined closer to the date. We will either go up to the new 
IMAX in Kingsport or AMC in Johnson City. Friends are always 
welcome! 

For more information about Munsey Youth activities and ways 
to get involved, please contact: 

 
 
Mindy Moore 
Director of Youth Ministries 
 
423-461-8070, ext. 224 
mindy.moore@munsey.org 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Wednesday night Spark hit the ground running in August, and 
we have big plans for our kids all season long! Whether you’re 
brand new or just need a quick refresher, here’s what midweek 
looks like for our Munsey Kids: 
5:45 – 6:00pm | Check-In & Drop Off (Check-in is at the 

desk near room 209, just like on Sundays.) 
· Nursery (Ages 0–2): Room 201 
· Preschool (Ages 3–pre-K): Room 206 for Music 
· Elementary (Kindergarten–5th Grade): Room 209 for Bible 

Study 
6:30pm | Room Switch 
· Preschoolers move to Room 209 for Bible Study. 
· Elementary kids move to Room 206 for Music. 
7:00pm | Pick-Up (Please remember to present your 

guardian tag at pick-up!) 
· Nursery: Room 201 
· Preschoolers: Room 209 
· Elementary: Room 206 

 
Join us each Wednesday 6:00-7:00pm. We can’t wait to see 
you there! 
 

 
 
Munsey Spark is off to a 
vibrant start this school 
year! We've kicked things 
off by exploring what it 
means to be made in 
God’s image, and this 
month, we’ll dive into 
how to be a godly friend. 
 
Our 11:00 a.m. children’s programming takes Sunday School 
lessons to the next level with hands-on games, creative crafts, 
small group discussions, and prayer. Kindergarten through 5th-
grade students start the hour worshipping alongside their 
families and coming forward for the children’s message, before 
heading up to the second floor for the rest of the service. 

 

For more information about Spark 
Kids activities and ways to get 
involved, please contact: 

Charity Damrau 
Director of Children’s Ministries 

 

4233-461-8070, ext. 231 
charity.damrau@munsey.org 
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Our Music & Worship Arts ministries are taking off. With the 
summer behind us, we have hit the ground running with new 
ensembles and worship arts offerings. 

 
Each Wednesday night at 6:00 p.m., our young worshippers 
meet with Mr. Matt in the Music Room on the upper floor. 
The Children’s Choir is open to school children in grades 3-5 
and helps children grow in faith through music, worship, 
fellowship, and service. 

Our children will be working on some great works by 
Heather Potter and Mark Burrows, as they prepare to sing in 
worship. The first time the Children’s Choir will sing in 
worship is September 27 at the 11:00 a.m. worship service 
in the Sanctuary. You don’t want to miss it! 

We had such a blast with our young worshippers in the 
spring that we thought to do more this fall. Beginning 
September 13, there will be opportunities for our K-5 
worshippers to take part in several worship arts activities. 

These sessions will be held 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. on the 
following dates: 

Session 1 – World Communion & 
Blessing of the Animals 

· September 13 

· September 20 

· October 11 

 
Session 2 – Advent & Christmas 

· November 8 

· November 15 

· December 6 
(ends with 
Jingle Jam) 

 
 

 

The Carillon Ringers have begun rehearsals, but it’s not too 
late to join us. Each Sunday at 6:00 p.m., we rehearse in 
the Bell Room on the Lower Level. We are preparing an 
arrangement by one of our own bell ringers, James Culp, to 
be performed in morning worship on November 1, and as 
part of our annual Community All Saints’ Service. 

 

Many exciting things are happening with our Chancel Choir! 

We are welcoming old and new Scholarship Singers through 
the Carol G. Transou Choral Scholars program. Stay tuned 
for information about our Choral Scholars to learn a little bit 
about them. 

Last year was our inaugural Community All Saints’ Service. 
Each year, singers from the area get together to remember 
and celebrate the lives of those we have lost in the last year. 
This year the Munsey Memorial Chancel Choir will be joined 
by members from The Civic Chorale, St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, Voices of the Mountains, and the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

This year’s service will be held on November 1. The prelude 
begins at 3:30 p.m., with the service following at 4:00 p.m. 

You may or may not have heard, but our choir was invited to 
sing in England next summer. Members of the Chancel 
Choir will be performing at Ely Cathedral with other choirs 
from around the world. Under the direction of Ryan Jones of 
Brentwood United Methodist, choirs from around the world 
will come together to perform Howard Goodall’s Eternal 
Light: A Requiem. In the coming months, we will be holding 
a few fundraising events. So, stay tuned for more 
information about these. 

If you have a desire to share your gift of music, the Chancel 
Choir meets each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. in the Choir 
Room on the Lower Level. 

 

Munsey Memorial has a new ensemble in the mix! Our 
chamber orchestra is comprised of musicians from middle 
school to adults. We meet each Tuesday in the Gathering 
Place at 6:00 p.m. If you or anyone you know is interested 
in joining us, don’t hesitate to reach out! As the psalmist 
said, “Praise God with cymbal! Praise God with lyre! Praise 
God with trumpets!” (I’m paraphrasing.) 

For more information about how to join in or volunteer with 
our Worship Arts ministries, contact Justin Boazman, 
director of music, at justin.boazman@munsey.org. 
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Taylor Memorial Church building is nestled on an upward slope right off Erwin Highway. You may have passed it if you have 
traveled a mile or two past Tipton-Haynes. After a fire in the 1950s, the building was rebuilt and maintains all the charm of that 
era. The cemetery that attaches holds names of former members stretching back to the early 1800s. It is not unusual to meet a 
family genealogist from time to time. They roam the motley placed grave markers, searching, documenting and taking headstone 
shots with their phone. Like a child on an Easter egg hunt, they raise their head with tangible joy, shouting “I found him! (or her).” 

This is a peaceful place. Walk just over the hill and you will be standing in Roselawn Cemetery. This is the location of our yearly 
sunrise service on Easter Sunday. This honored tradition has existed for over 50 years and is shared between Taylor and Buffalo 
Christian Church. Most of the South Roan community attends. And that Sunrise service was the only activity that got Taylor 
Memorial out of the church door when I became her pastor in 2023. 

My name is the Reverend Amy Yeary Holmes, and I roamed the hallways of Munsey in the late 90s as a college student. I am 
grateful to the Reverend Al Bowles, who nurtured my call to ministry those many years ago. And I am grateful to Anthony 
Jackson and your current pastor, the Reverend Chris Brown for this opportunity to share our story in the pages of your 
newsletter. 

The goal of these newsletter moments is to forge a relationship between our two churches. In doing so, you need to hear our 
story (and at some point, we would like to hear your story). Our congregation was crumbling, but we did something new. It wasn’t 
easy or smooth or graceful – but God blesses fumbling. And fumble we did. We found ourselves in the local trailer park and now 
in Tapestry on Roan (the former John Sevier community) representing God with acts of love. And that grand exit out of our 
church doors into unknown territory forever changed the trajectory of our church. I look forward to weaving the story, I look 
forward to what our story will do in your heart and mind, and I look forward to working with Munsey. 

 
My ministry at Taylor began with three. When recording church attendance for the conference every week, I didn’t even have to 
count – three. Holy communion was four (including me). Preparing bulletins? Well, five. I had high hopes. But mostly three…THE 
THREE. 

THE THREE were widowed or divorced older women. The type of women one may discount upon an initial meeting. And now 
that I think back on our initial meeting, maybe I discounted them. I probably discounted them because I knew, the DS knew, THE 
TALK was coming. 

THE TALK is dreaded by pastor and congregation. But it would be necessary and has been more common these latter days in 
our conference. Taylor had slipped in attendance and money. It was only a matter of time before they would not be able to meet 
financial obligations. A big giver would pass, or the building would present a repair that wiped out saving. Then, the slow drain. 

THE TALK was on the horizon. My goal was to build trust. I wanted to assure them that whatever the result of THE TALK, I 
would love them as best to my ability. I prayed, I preached, I visited. I did my best to reflect the love of Jesus. After six months, 
we had THE TALK. 

Turns out, they knew. THE THREE had been dreading it as much as I was. No one likes to talk about a beloved spiritual family 
shuttering the doors. We reviewed financial projections, the health of the building, and upcoming bills. It was painful. But also, 
God knew. With a creativity that can only be assigned to the Holy Spirit THE THREE and I decided to attend a Saturday 
contemplative prayer retreat hosted by St. John’s Episcopal Church. And when we showed up that Saturday, God was there. 

I’ll share with you the results in our next newsletter – Afterall, everyone loves a cliffhanger, right? 
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For the Mancl and Ralston family, being "All In” at Munsey 
shapes how they live every day, far beyond Sunday mornings, 
and church has become part of the rhythm of their lives 
together. 

Rachel says, “One of the things that makes Munsey especially 
meaningful to us is that serving has become something our 
family does across generations. Our parents have shown us, 
and are showing our boys, what it looks like to quietly and 
faithfully care for others. Elizabeth and Gail both love to cook 
and use that love at Munsey in many ways: Munsey's meal 
ministry, preparing frozen meals that can be shared with 
families experiencing a loss, recovering from surgery, 
welcoming a new baby, or simply going through a season when 
a meal can make life a little easier; preparing meals for the 
Wesley Foundation, our college campus ministry at ETSU; 
contributing food for the Melting Pot breakfast ministry that 
serves our downtown community; or finding small ways to care 
for people like baking cakes for our church staff. We love that 
our boys are growing up surrounded by grandparents who 
demonstrate that serving doesn't always have to be something 
big or visible. Sometimes being ‘All In’ simply means noticing 
what someone needs and using whatever gifts you have to 
meet that need. For our family, food has become one of those 
simple but meaningful ways of saying, ‘You are loved, and you 
are not alone." 

 

Scott and Rachel Mancl stay active with their Sunday School 
class, help in children's ministry, serve in worship, and 
volunteer in the Melting Pot. Along the way, they've discovered 
that stepping forward to help often nurtures their own faith just 
as much as it serves others. Their three boys are growing up 
watching people of every age serve side by side, and they're 
learning early that they have an important place in the life of the 
church, too. 

Munsey has become the entire family's church home in every 
sense. They've celebrated joyful moments with the 
congregation and leaned on that same community during 
harder seasons, through prayers, meals, and people simply 
checking in. What they love most about Munsey is that people 
genuinely know and care about one another. Friendships span 
generations, and their young boys are loved by many adults, 
not just their own parents and grandparents. 

Being "All In" has also reshaped how the family thinks about 
generosity, which they've come to see as time, abilities, and a 
willingness to serve wherever needed, alongside financial 
giving. 

Looking ahead, the Mancl and Ralston family hope more 
people will discover what they have found at Munsey. Their 
advice to anyone considering going "All In" is simple: don't wait 
until you feel ready. Join a small group. Find a place to serve. 
Introduce yourself to someone new. 

 
Join certified yoga instructors, Melissa Curran and Krista 
Wright, for a rejuvenating yoga class on Wednesdays in 
room LL16 from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. The class combines deep 
breathing with flow and yin yoga practices, offering a peaceful 
and restorative experience for all skill levels. The class is on a 
pay-as-you-can basis. Please contact Melissa Curran (423-
341-5476) if interested in joining. 

-  

Everyone in high school and up is invited to join the fun! We 
play in the Munsey gym on Sunday afternoons at 2:00 p.m. 
The dates this month are September 13, 20, and 27. Whether 
you're a seasoned player or just looking to get some exercise 
and connect with others, we'd love to see you there. Bring a 
friend and join us for a great time on the court! 

 
Do you have a loved one with dementia? Do you want some 
practical help dealing with some of the challenges caring for a 
dementia patient? If so, please join us the second Monday of 
each month at 2:30 p.m. in the Parlor. Now is a great time to 
join! Please reach out to Emily Ham, RN, for more information 
at parishnurse@munsey.org or 423-461-8070, ext. 202. 

Cindy DeVane and her granddaughter made a day of cooking 
for our freezer meal ministry together! We know how blessed 
others will be to receive their homemade gifts.  

If you are interested in being part of this ministry, please email 
Emily Ham (parishnurse@munsey.org) for recipes. 
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All are welcome! Join us for a relaxed time of 
Mahjong in the Gathering Place on alternating 
Wednesdays (2:30 – 4:30 p.m.) and Fridays 
(10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon), with September 4, 
9, 18, and 23 as opportunities this month. All 
skill levels are welcome, including beginners 
who would like to learn. For more information, 
please email tricia.nguyen@yahoo.com. 

 
Church Council meetings are open to any Munsey member, 
and are held at 6:00 p.m. in the Christian Life Center 
Meeting Room on these dates for the rest of this year: 
September 17 and November 19. In addition, there is a 
called Church Council meeting on Sunday, October 18, in 
the Sanctuary after the 11:00 worship services, to approve 
items ahead of the Charge Conference on October 29. To 
learn more about our teams and committees, you can find a 
list of them at munsey.org. 

 
We are always willing and grateful to reach out in care to our 
congregation members. If you or one of your Munsey friends 
is in the hospital, having surgery, dealing with illness, or 
could use extra care, please let our Parish Nurse, Emily 
Ham, know by contacting her at (parishnurse@munsey.org 
or 423-282-8970). Thanks for helping us stay informed to 
care for each other! 

 
Our church family has a wonderful privilege to support our 
local college students at ETSU Wesley Foundation. We 
furnish dinner for the college group every second Tuesday of 
the semester. Dates still open are October 13 and 
November 10. Volunteers are needed to furnish and deliver 
food. Food may be dropped off anytime between 6:00 and 
8:00 p.m. at Wesley. You do not need to stay to serve. They 
have students who set everything up, and they furnish their 
own drinks, plates and cutlery. They normally feed about 40 
people. Please call or email Pat Barnett (423-737-8011 or 
gpatsy2@gmail.com) if you or your group would like to help. 

 
We have age-level programs for children and youth and 
adult studies from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. each Wednesday!  
If you would like to bring your dinner with you before 
programs begin, tables are around the gym floor from 5:30-
6:00 p.m. We have these groups available for adults: 

· Pastor’s Bible Study led by Rev. Chris Brown: a 
discussion-based study of the lectionary text for the 
following Sunday (Christian Life Center Meeting Room); 
a daytime option is available at 1:00 p.m. in the 
Conference Room. 

· Book Study led Rev. Beth Sullivan: a small group study 
on Holy Hurt: Understanding Spiritual Trauma and the 
Process of Healing by Hillary L. McBride (LL10). 

· Women’s Community Group led by Gwen Sitsch and 
Amanda Onks: a group of women in various stages of 
life who are looking deeply into the life of Jesus and 
encouraging one another to recognize the presence 
and movement of God in the day-to-dayness of life 
(Gathering Place). 

· Men’s Community Group: a group of like-minded 
Christian men from diverse backgrounds wanting to 
strengthen their faith through weekly discussions and 
fellowship (Parlor). 

· Yoga led by certified yoga instructors, Melissa Curran 
and Krista Wright: a rejuvenating class that combines 
deep breathing with flow and yin yoga practices, 
offering a peaceful and restorative experience for all 
skill levels; on a pay-as-you-can basis (LL16). 

 

All ladies are welcome to join us at noon on Monday, 
September 21, at Ole’s Guacamoles. We look forward to 
lunch and fellowship together! Please let Amanda Onks 
know (amanda@munsey.org) if you plan to be there so we 
can save you a seat.  
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Munsey’s Send team has a mission trip planned this month 
to Alexander UMC in Bishop, Virginia, to assist Pastor Daniel 
Bradley in completing renovations of the recently acquired 
mission storage buildings. We will be painting, cleaning, 
possibly building some shelving, and helping organize all the 
many donations that the church has received. We will arrive 
in Bishop on the evening of Thursday, September 17, with 
work starting on Friday, September 18. We will stay through 
Sunday, September 20. We welcome anyone who can 
come for any part of that time. One meal a day and lodging 
will be covered. For information or to volunteer, please 
contact Karen Peko at ktpeko@hotmail.com or Dave 
Culberson at dgculberson@gmail.com. 

 
Slots are available on all four Saturdays in September to 
participate in our Saturday morning ministry. Kitchen workers 
need to arrive by 7:30 a.m. and servers need to arrive by 
7:45 a.m. Please visit munsey.org.meltingpot to sign up to 
volunteer. 

 
The Melting Pot served breakfast to 215 people on Saturday 
mornings, plus distributed seven food boxes to families 
through the small food pantry and one to-go bag for a 
latecomer. We also provided lunch on two Saturdays, while 
our ministry partner, Feeding in Action, provided lunch on the 
remaining Saturdays. A light meal was served to 127 people 
prior to the Sunday worship services and we gave out two 
food boxes. The Melting Pot was open on two afternoons in 
early July as a cooling center during those hot summer days. 
For additional information about our Melting Pot Ministries 
and ways to help, please contact Anthony Jackson, director 
of local missions, at anthony.jackson@munsey.org. 

 
Family Promise of Greater Johnson City (FP) continues to 
help homeless families in our area. Currently they provide 
temporary housing for five families (9 children and 6 adults) 
and recently helped 9 families avoid eviction. The FP thrift 
store helps 40-50 unhoused individuals every day with food, 
clothing, and other materials.  

During September, we can support Family Promise by 
donating kitchen items (silverware, drinking glasses, dishes, 
pots/pans, towels), bath towels, queen sheets, pillowcases 
and blankets to help families when they move into more 
permanent housing. Also, the thrift store welcomes 
donations, including snack foods and juice drinks. If you 
have any questions, please contact Scott Beck at 
r30scott@etsu.edu or 423-557-4370. 

 
We will sponsor our third Health and Wellness Resource Fair 
of 2026 for our downtown community on Saturday, 
September 12, from 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Medical 
services, haircuts, snacks, community resource tables, and 
giveaways will be available. Lunch will be provided.  

To be successful, we will need volunteers and would love to 
have Munsey members participating. Sign up using this link: 
https://tinyurl.com/yxknezwx . For additional information, 
please contact Anthony Jackson at 
anthony.jackson@munsey.org. 

—  
 

According to a fun fact on WJHL, the average graphite pencil 
can write 45,000 words or draw a line 35 miles long! When 
Munsey generously donated 138 school supply bags, each 
with a minimum of 10 pencils, this means the students can 
write 62,100,000 words or draw a line 48,300 miles long! So, 
if you think that your donations in July don’t go a long way, 
think again. Every bag was given out on Open House night, 
and the teachers were so thankful to have their students 
prepared for the new school year. 

In August, the school requested that we collect Clorox wipes 
and Kleenex. Following the pandemic, school hygiene has 
been recognized, more than ever, to be an integral part of 
maintaining a safe and healthy environment for students. 
Munsey came to the rescue by donating 54 boxes of 
Kleenex and 34 jars of disinfecting wipes so that every 
teacher can start  the year with one of each in their 
classroom. In addition, you gave nice extras like 25 wide-
ruled marble notebooks and nine pairs of pants, just to name 
a few. 

It is also nice to be able to help the family school coordinator, 
Stephannie Poole, when she calls with special needs. This 
month, she got a request from the kindergarten teachers for 
some playground and soccer balls for their student recess. 
They had one soccer ball for 40 children on the playground. 
Thanks to your generous donations to Missions, we were 
able to get 5 soccer balls and 5 rubber playground balls for 
them. 

In September, we will be collecting hand sanitizer and 
snacks for attendance parties. They asked that we do not 
have snacks with peanut butter or nuts in them. As always, 
thank you, Munsey, for helping make North Side a great 
place to be!  ~ Susanna Chinouth 



 

 

201 South Roan Street, Johnson City, Tennessee 37601 
Web: www.munsey.org | Email: info@munsey.org | Phone: 423-461-8070 

Parish Nurse: parishnurse@munsey.org 

 
· 9:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary features communion served weekly. 

· 11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary features traditional music with the Chancel Choir.  

· 11:00 a.m. Journey Worship in the Christian Life Center Gym features contemporary music with the Praise Band. 

· 9:00 a.m. Open Door Worship in the Melting Pot is our most informal service with breakfast available 8:30-9:00 a.m. 

 
Holy Communion is traditionally offered the first Sunday of the month in all worship services.  

–  

 

The deadline for October Messenger submissions is September 23, 2026. 

SEPTEMBER 6 
9:00 a.m. Sanctuary 

Matthew 18:15-20 
Rev. Chris Brown 

preaching 
 

11:00 a.m. Sanctuary 
Matthew 18:15-20 
Rev. Chris Brown 

preaching 
 

11:00 a.m. Journey 
Matthew 18:15-20 
Rev. Beth Sullivan 

preaching 
 

9:00 a.m. Open Door 
Anthony Jackson 

preaching 
 

SEPTEMBER 13 
9:00 a.m. Sanctuary 

Romans 14:1-12 
Rev. Beth Sullivan 

preaching 
 

11:00 a.m. Sanctuary 
John 11:17-27 

Rev. Nathan Dugger 
preaching 

 
11:00 a.m. Journey 

Romans 14:1-12 
Rev. Beth Sullivan 

preaching 
 

9:00am Open Door  
Tom Campbell  

The Vineyard Fellowship 
preaching 

SEPTEMBER 20 
9:00 a.m. Sanctuary 

Numbers 21:4b-9 
Rev. Beth Sullivan 

preaching 
 

11:00 a.m. Sanctuary 
Numbers 21:4b-9 
Rev. Beth Sullivan 

preaching 
 

11:00 a.m. Journey 
Exodus 16:2-15 

Rev. Chris Brown 
preaching 

 
9:00 a.m. Open Door  

Anthony Jackson 
preaching 

 

SEPTEMBER 27 
9:00 a.m. Sanctuary 

Matthew 21:23-32 
Rev. Chris Brown 

preaching 
 

11:00 a.m. Sanctuary 
Matthew 21:23-32 
Rev. Chris Brown 

preaching 
 

11:00 a.m. Journey 
Philippians 2:1-13 
Rev. Beth Sullivan 

preaching 
 

9:00 a.m. Open Door 
Tom Campbell  

The Vineyard Fellowship 
preaching 
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 8-2-26 8-9-26 8-16-26 8-23-26 8-30-26 

Weekly  
Offering $21,264 $16,978 $36,882 $12,114 $20,680 

Worship  
Attendance 286 288 332 351 335 

Weekly Budget Requirement: $32,278 


